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COMING SUNDAY

KEEPING
LASVEGAS
PROTECTED

Las Vegas police
counterterrorism
resources and tactics
have grown since the
Sept. 11, 2001, terror
attacks to thwart any
new threats.
▶NEWS

LSUTAKES
ONOREGON
INOPENER

In what might be
a weed-out game
in the national
championship chase,
LSU and Oregon
meet tonight in
Texas.
▶ SPORTS

LAUGHLIN
STRUGGLES
TOTHRIVE

With the growth
of Indian casinos
in Arizona and
California, the one-
time boomtown has
drawn fewer visitors
each year since 2000.

▶BUSINESS

By JENNIFER ROBISON
LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

Employers stopped adding
jobs in August, an alarming
setback for an economy that
has struggled to grow and
might be at risk of another
recession.
The government also

reported that the unemploy-
ment rate remained at 9.1
percent. It was the weakest
jobs report since September
2010, and it portends weak
job growth in Southern Ne-
vada.
“There is no silver lining

in this one,” said Steve Blitz,
senior economist at ITG
Investment Research. “It is
difficult to walk away from
these numbers without the
conclusion that the economy
is simply grinding to a halt.”
The private sector, includ-

ing the leisure and hospital-
ity industry, added jobs na-
tionwide, said Steve Brown,
director of the Center for
Business and Economic Re-
search at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. But cuts
in government jobs canceled
out new hires elsewhere

August
tallies
flat job
growth
U.S. unemployment
steady at 9.1 percent

Stocks
skid after jobs
report ▶ PAGE 1D

PLUS

▶ SEE JOBS PAGE 2A
LV may not have emerged from
recession

Obama drops smog rule
in victory for businesses
By JULIE PACE
and DINA CAPPIELLO

THEASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — In a re-
versal, President Barack
Obama onFriday scrubbed
a clean-air regulation that
aimed to reduce health-
threatening smog, yielding
to protesting businesses
and congressional Repub-
licans who complained
the rule would kill jobs in
America’s ailing economy.
Withdrawal of the pro-

posed regulation marked
the latest in a string of
retreats by the president in
the face ofGOP opposition,
and it drew criticism from
liberals.
Environmentalists, an

Obama constituency, ac-
cused him of caving to cor-
porate polluters, and the
American Lung Associa-
tion threatened to restart
legal action it had begun

▶ SEESMOG PAGE 6A
Regulation had drawn GOP ire

▶ SEERAINY LEE PAGE 5A
No relief expected for Texas

Undaunted Louisiana
readies for rainy Lee
By JANET MCCONNAUGHEY

THEASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — A large
storm system churning
in the Gulf Of Mexico
grew Friday into Tropical
Storm Lee, beginning a
Labor Day weekend-long
assault that could bring up
to 20 inches of rain in some
spots fromLouisiana to the
Florida Panhandle.
The storm was expected

to make landfall on the

central Louisiana coast late
today and turn east toward
New Orleans, where it
would provide the biggest
test of rebuilt levees since
Hurricane Gustav struck
on Labor Day 2008.
Residents who have

survived killer hurricanes
such as Betsy, Camille and
Katrina didn’t expect Lee
to live up to that legacy.

GERALD HERBERT/THEASSOCIATED PRESS
Residents sandbag a seafood shed behind a
home Friday in preparation for Tropical Storm
Lee in Jean Lafitte, La. The storm is forecast to
pack up to 20 inches of rain in some spots.

By EDVOGEL and JESSICA FRYMAN
LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

Kara Baldonado has slept
outside four times in recent
weeks, longing to win the
hottest ticket in town — the
chance at a driver’s license.
First-time Nevada drivers

now have to wait up to amonth
and a half to schedule a driving
test, forcing those who need a
license sooner to bear the over-
night standby line.
Baldonado moved here from

Hawaii in June and started as
a cellular molecular biology
major at the University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas this week. She
didn’t need a license when she
lived on the Big Island with
her parents, but now the 18-
year-old rooms with her older
sister, who is in the Air Force
and doesn’t have time to drive
her around. Waiting weeks for
an appointmentmeansmissing
classes.
“I tried to schedule classes

aroundmy sister’s work sched-

ule, but I just couldn’t,” said
Baldonado, who learned of the
appointment backlog when she
tried to schedule a test a few
weeks ago.
She slept outside in a lawn

chair starting at 10:30 p.m.
Thursday, earning her the No.
2 spot in line this time. She had
heard rumors of longwaits and
previously showed up to the
DMV at 2 a.m., but was still
onlyNo. 8 andwas never called
to take the test.
“Today’s the day though,”

she said Friday morning,
crossing her fingers. “This is
the closest I’ve been.”
DMV Director Bruce Bre-

slow is considering a plan he
hopes would cut the wait for
appointments down to a week,
a move that would also keep
standby from being some
people’s only option.
Breslow confirmed Wednes-

day his agency is analyzing

Drivers just wait,wait

Hiring private examiners and higher fees being considered

LICENSETESTING BACKLOG

JOHN LOCHER/LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
UNLV student Kara Baldonadowaits Friday for a chance to take a driving test at the Department of Motor Vehicles office on North Decatur
Boulevard in Las Vegas. Baldonado had beenwaiting since 10:30 p.m. the night before for a spot on the test standby list.

▶ SEE TEST PAGE 4A
Union chief fears private profit motives
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whether to use driving examiners from
private companies in addition to the
state employees who now give the tests.
These examiners,whowould notwork at
DMVoffices, would charge a higher fee.
If his staff determines in comingmonths
that the privatization plan has merit, he
said he will ask the 2013 Legislature for
permission to let the DMV seek propos-
als from private companies to adminis-
ter the tests.
A check of DMV offices across the

state Thursday showed would-be driv-
ers have to wait as long as six weeks to
obtain a driving test.
Waits in Clark County range from

threeweeks at the Flamingo office to six
weeks on North Decatur Boulevard. In
Reno and Carson City, the current wait
is almost a month. Yerington and Elko
areworse. The next open slot for a test is
Oct. 6 in Yerington and Oct. 14 in Elko.

STANDBYANDHOPE
The DMV tells people they can try the

standby line if they need an appointment
sooner, but sometimes without warning
about the wait there. Baldonado advised
No. 25 that he should just go home when
she overheard he planned to wait it out
for the day.
“Wait, if an appointment takes two

months, does it take four months for
standby,” Ed Strong joked, conceding
that because he didn’t bring a sleeping
bag hemight try the line another day.
The 60-year-old, who recently moved

to town from Tennessee, was one of the
older faces in the crowd.
Drivers who have a valid license from

another state have to take a test if they
have more than four moving violations
in four years or a drunken driving con-
viction within seven. New Nevadans un-
der 21 with an out-of-state license have
to take the written exam but are exempt
from the driving portion.
Most of the people waiting to take the

driving test are young, first-time driv-
ers.
The head of a union that represents

state employees is not happy about the
idea of privatization.
Vishnu Subramaniam, chief of staff

for the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees Local
4041, said using private examiners to
improve service would not save money,
based on the state’s experience with a
private women’s prison. He also said
that private employees could gain ac-
cess to personal information of drivers
and would not be accountable to the
state.
“If there is indeed a 2½-month wait,

then that’s a staffing issue,” he said.
“Let’s get more people doing driving

exams now thanwaiting for outside ven-
dors. All you are doing is increasing the
costs for people taking the tests.”
But theDMV is prevented fromhiring

more staff because of the state’s budget
shortfall.
Breslow contends the plan would save

money because he does not envision the
state paying salaries and benefits for
the private examiners. The state would
set a maximum fee private companies
can charge for each test, which would
be given at locations other than DMV
offices.
The state charges $25 for a driving

test. The rate charged by private com-
panies would be higher, but how much
higher hasn’t been determined.
For most people waiting for a standby

slot, they said the extra cost probably
would be cheaper than taking the day off
work to wait in line, which has become a
necessity for thosewho can’t wait weeks
to get a license.

WAITINGGAME
Victoria Sexton doesn’t have the

luxury of skipping work. When she and
her fiance have the same day off, they
spend it waiting at the DMV. Although
she scheduled an appointment more

than a month ago, Sexton has waited in
the standby line four times because, she
said, she needs her license before her
Oct. 11 test.
“It’s a necessity,” the 18-year-old

said, admittedly frustrated and sleep
deprived after hopping into line at 4 a.m.
Friday. “I have a full-time job. I go to
school. I am about to get married. This
is annoying.”
At No. 6 in line Friday, she was confi-

dent shewould finally be able to take her
test at the Decatur office. But by 11:30
a.m., no one on standby had been called.
The first person in line, who got there
at 9 p.m. the night before, had already
given up and gone home.
Last week, Sexton and her fiance

brought their lawn chairs to the Fla-
mingo office at 4 a.m., only to be 19th in
line. On another occasion, they waited
12 hours and still had two standbyers
in front when the DMV stopped giving
driving exams at 4:30 p.m. She was No.
12 that day.
The couple suggest that anyone with

a standby number higher than 10 not
bother waiting. Standby waiters are
only called if there’s a cancellation or a
no-show.
“We’re just really tired and want to

get this over with,” her fiance, 21-year-
old Aaron Kasarjian, said in support
of privatizing the testing process. “We
want whatever is convenient.
“We live in such a 24-hour, fast paced,

ADD society here in Vegas. Companies
need to adapt to that.”

REDUCINGTHE BACKLOG
If private companies were hired,

Breslow said none of the current state
driving examiners would be replaced,
but the private examiners would be an
additional force to reduce the backlog.
Mary-Sarah Kinner, spokeswoman for

Gov. Brian Sandoval, said the governor
is aware theDMV is studyingwhether to
privatize driving examiners, but he has
not yet taken a position.
Last month, Sandoval approved a Bre-

slow plan to let private companies set up
40 to 80 kiosks, or computer terminals,
in supermarkets and other public places
around the state. At the kiosks, drivers
can carry out DMV business such as re-
newing car registrations without having
to stand in long DMV lines. Customers
pay extra to use the kiosks.
Subramaniam said he did not object

to the kiosk plan, saying it’s convenient
for the public. But the union chief fears
the private driving examiner plan would
be just the start of an effort to privatize
more and more state government func-
tions.
“First it is the kiosks, then the driving

examiners,” he said. “What’s next?”
He predicted private driving exam-

iners would engage in hanky-panky
that does not now exist with state-paid
examiners.
“I think you would see more people

failing their driving tests since it would
be in the best interests of their company
to fail drivers and require retests. Now
examiners have no financial interest if
people pass or not. Their only motive is
to try to protect the driving public.”
Driver’s ed companies have said

the majority of Nevada drivers fail on
their first attempt at the driving test,
but DMV officials couldn’t quickly find
those statistics. As the system stands
now, a failed test means waiting weeks
for another appointment or chancing it
on standby.
As her 18-year-old son took his driving

test for the first time, Darlene Abbott
waited anxiously in the lobby — hopeful
he would pass so she could get some re-
lief from carting him to work each day.
His Friday appointment took six weeks
to book, and she took the day off work to
take him there.
Then, a solemn teenager shook his

head from side to side as he emerged
from the parking lot.
“And that’s the part when this wait

stinks the most,” Abbott said after con-
soling her son, who failed his test for
speeding 5 mph over the limit and for-
getting to use his blinker as he parallel
parked. “I guess I’ll be driving him for
another six weeks until the next appoint-
ment.”
Contact Capital Bureau Chief EdVogel at
evogel@reviewjournal.com or 775-687-3901. Contact
Jessica Fryman at jfryman@reviewjournal.com or 702-
380-4535.

▶ TEST:Union chief fears private examiners will fail more people for profit
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

JOHN LOCHER/LASVEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
Kara Baldonado, who recently moved to Las Vegas from Hawaii, waits at the
Department of Motor Vehicles on Friday for a chance to take her driving test. The UNLV
student has waited overnight in the standby line four times to beat the six-weekwait
for an appointment.

“We’re just really tired
andwant to get this over
with.Wewant whatever is
convenient.’’
AARON KASARJIAN
LASVEGAS RESIDENT

PADDOCK’S HUGE LABOR DAYSALE!
50-75%Off All Patio FurnitureSets!

Come See The Widest Selection Of Patio Furniture Designed To Withstand The Harsh Weather.

PADDOCK'S HUGE LABOR DAY SALE!

*Limit 1 coupon per customer. Must present coupon prior to sale. No
adjustment to prior sales. Some exclusions apply, see retail store

for exact details. Paddock reserves the right to change, amend, add
exclusions or discontinue this program at its sole option without notice.

Expires September 5, 2011.

Your Entire
Purchase Of
$400 Or More,
Even On Sale
Items!off

NO RESTRICTIONS!

Some restrictions apply. Limited to quantities on hand. Quantities vary by location. No adjustment to prior sales. See store for details. Expires September 5, 2011 unless stated otherwise.

#1 In Backyard Fun Since 1958
Call 1.866.PADDOCK

www.ShopPaddock.com
Summerlin

Rainbow & Lake Mead - Best of the West Ctr.

Henderson
Stephanie & Warm Springs - Near Old Navy

Hours:Mon - Fri 10 - 6, Sat 9 - 7, Sun 10 - 5

PADDOCK'S HUGE LABOR DAY SALE!

*Limit 1 coupon per customer. Excludes special orders. 50% off
Everyday Low Price. Must present coupon prior to sale. This coupon
cannot be combined with any other coupons including or Paddock

Preferred Card. No adjustment to prior sales. Some exclusions apply,
see retail store for exact details. Paddock reserves the right to change,
amend, add exclusions or discontinue this program at its sole option

without notice. Expires September 5, 2011.

All In-Stock
Patio Furniture Sets

Bolivian Hard Wood Aluminum FrameAll-Weather Wicker

% off

Cantilever Umbrella

99

Cantilever Umbrella

Reg. $24999

Hurry - Limited Stock Remaining

WOW!

Make A Splash At Your Holiday Pool Party!

$24999
Reg. $35999

Riviera Chaise Lounge
Furniture that floats! Use it on
your deck or in your pool.

ChoiceChoice
Buy 3 Get 4th

FREE
• Wacky Noodles
• Pool Dippers

$4499
Reg. $6499

Spring Float With
UV Canopy
Mesh seat & cup holder.

Reg. $19999 ea.

WOW!

Save 110

Save 240

$799
Reg. $999

1 Person

$1999
Reg. $2499

2 Person
w/oars

Inflatable Boat

$6199
ea.

When You Buy 2
3" Jumbo Tabs
25 lb. bucket
While Supplies Last

26
When you buy 2

$399
ea.When You Buy 12

• Quad Shock
• Shock Power
• Super Shock Power
1 lb. bags

PADDOCK'S HUGE LABOR DAY SALE!

*Limit 1 coupon per customer, limit 2 boxes. Must present coupon
prior to sale. This coupon cannot be combined with any other coupons

including or Paddock Preferred Card. No adjustment to prior sales. Some
exclusions apply, see retail store for exact details. Paddock reserves the
right to change, amend, add exclusions or discontinue this program at its

sole option without notice. Expires September 5, 2011.

Liquid Chlorine or Muriatic Acid
Two 1 gal. Jugs

99$99999
Reg. $1199

Hayward EcoStar

$119999
Reg. $1499

Pentair Intelliflo

Save up
to 90% on
energy costs
over a single-
speed pump WOW!

Energy Efficient Variable Speed Pumps

1for$8999

2for$15999
Deluxe Softie Pool Float
High quality, durable and easy
to clean.

off
All In-Stock
• Patio Umbrellas & Bases
• Replacement Cushions

41 Umbrella Color Options
6' to 13' Diameter. Push-Button Tilt, Non-Tilt, Auto-Tilt & Cantilever

15 Cushion Color Options
3" to 4½" - Thick Chair Pads, High Backs & Chaise Lounges.
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